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Election for School Board 
Members - Tuesday, June 2 


This election will be conducted by Mail 
Ballot only. Applications will be mailed 
from the office of the Secretary of State pri- 
or to April 30, 2020.Wwhen completing this 
application please make sure School Elec- 
tion is selected. Persons not receiving an ap- 
plication may obtain one from the Business 
Manager at the Ellendale Public Schools or 
the County Auditor office. 

We will be voting for two (2) Directors to 


the Ellendale School Board. One Director 
position representing the West Rural — 

Candidate is Kent Schimke — for a three 
(3) year term. 

One Director position representing the 
City of Ellendale — Candidate is Kristi Gil- 
bert - for a three (3) year term. 

Ballots also provide a space for a write-in 
candidate. 

Lana Norton, Business Manager 


J ames River Overflows Banks | 


In recent years, spring flooding on the 
State Line Road north of Hecla has been 
a normal sight, as it was when this photo 
was taken on April 16. While the bridge 
has ample clearance above the water, the 
roadbed on the east side of the bridge dips 
low and the river often covers it. 


Seagulls are another common sight at 
this location, and a few dozen were flitting 
around happily on this afternoon. It seems 
these birds are quite at home here! 

As always, motorists are advised to 
avoid driving wherever water is over the 
road. 


Grief 101: How to Help Ourselves 
& Others 


When grief enters our lives, our world 
changes. Learn the basics of grief and how 
to manage it in your life or help those around 
you. Attendees will explore the grief pro- 
cess, learn self-care strategies and discover 
ways to help others who are dealing with 
grief. This class is free and open to the pub- 
lic, but pre-registration is required. 


Ellendale, N.D. 

Thursday, April 30 from 5:30-7 p.m. 

Community Center, 67 Ist Ave. S., 
Ellendale 

Pre-registration required by April 23 

Register for the class online at www.bit.ly/ 
griefclassregistration or call (800) 237-4629 
and ask for the grief support department. 


Work Continues on 
Merricourt Wind Poject 


That's a Lot of Bolts! 144 threaded steel rods are cast into this 200-ton 
concrete base near the Kulm Seventh-Day Adventist Church. This plat- 
form, located on the northeast corner of the new wind farm, is one of 
75 that will anchor brand new wind towers. Tower and turbine parts will 
begin arriving at the site soon. 


Photo & Story by Ken 
Smith 


The completed founda- 
tion for one of 75 wind 
towers sits at the north- 
east edge of the Merricourt 
Wind Energy Center, near 
the Kulm 7th Day Adventist 
Church. The towers will be 
spread across 14,000 acres 
of land. This scene is 11 
miles south and a mile and 
a half west of Kulm , off 
Highway 56. The facility 
will be capable of generat- 
ing 150 megawatts, when 
wind conditions are good. 

Construction began last 
August, and a number of 
concrete foundations have 
already been poured. Roads 
are mostly completed to the 


installation pads, and troves 
of heavy rebar have been 
dropped near many of the 
sites. A large mobile con- 
crete plant, located at the 
intersection of 65th Ave. SE 
and 88th St. SE, is up and 
running. 

The Merricourt Center 
will use the same type of 
towers and blades, and the 
same Vestas turbines that 
were installed at the Foxtail 
Wind Farm. The nacelles 
will be 34 feet long, 18 feet 
high and 12 feet wide. Their 
hubs will hold three 187- 
foot long blades that weigh 
70 tons each. 

At a total estimated 
cost of $270 million, the 
Merricourt Wind Energy 
Center will be the largest 


capital project that the Otter 
Tail Power Company has 
undertaken. The project 
includes 75 Vestas wind tur- 
bines and covers approxi- 
mately 14,000 acres of land. 
Wanzek construction of 
Fargo is the general con- 
tractor. Ten permanent jobs 
will be added to the local 
economy after the hundreds 
of installation workers have 
moved on. 

Residents are encour- 
aged to extend smiles and 
warm greetings to wind 
farm workers, power line 
workers and road workers 
as many of them will be 
among us into the late fall. 
Let's make their time here as 
pleasant as we can. 
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EHS Graduate & NFL Sane 
Palmer "Pete" Retzlaff, 1931-2020 


PETE RETZLAFF 


PHILADELPHIA EAGLES 


Pete Retzlaff’s big, skilful hands are evident whether preparing to catch a pass (top left), elaborating on a point at a Cardinal's 
athletic banquet, posing for a football card shot, embracing his family, or holding his famous #44 helmet and jersey. Posing proudly 
by his star on Ellendale's Main Street, he modestly tucked his hands under his arms. 


Story and Collage by Ken Smith 

“Pete set lofty goals for himself. He 
believed in hard work, honesty, and always 
giving 100 percent effort. Throughout his 
life, he believed in giving back to the com- 
munity as a thank you for what they gave to 
him.” 

When, on April 10, Ellendale native and 
NFL legend Palmer (Pete) Retzlaff finished 
his time on earth, the accolades were quick 
in coming. Many tributes, like the one from 
his family above, appropriately focused more 
on his dedication than his specific athletic 
achievements. But his accomplishments on 
the field—where he played with what one 
sportswriter called “joyous ferocity” — would 
fill a long list. 

Consistent performance was a hallmark 
of Retzlaff’s career, and it won him great 
respect and admiration. And he also won 
player of the year. As a receiver, he racked up 
a total of 7,412 yards, second in Eagles' his- 
tory. His career total of 452 receptions puts 
him third highest. He set an Eagles record for 
receiving gains in 1965 (the year before his 
retirement) with 1,190 receiving yards and 
ten touchdowns. Even with the outstanding 
Eagels teams of recent years Pete still holds 
the single season recceiving record for the 
Eagles. He made five Pro Bowls. And then 
he became President of the Player’s Union 
and Eagles general manager. Today his pro- 
file stands prominently in the team's Hall of 
Fame. 

Retzlaff was instrumental in taking the 
23-year old Philadelphia Eagles franchise 
from a relatively obscure team to a national 
championship in 1960. Returning from the 
impressive victory over the highly rated 
Cleveland Browns (a victory in which he was 
team captain), he and his teammates looked 
out and saw 15,000 fans surrounding their 
plane. “Those were in the days before they 
had to get screened to get on the tarmac,” he 
would recall. “We weren’t sure how we were 
going to get off, but that was the beginning of 
the love affair between the Philadelphia fans 
and the Philadelphia Eagles.” 

How did he get there? Retzlaff often said 
his achievements sprouted from “a seed” 
planted in his youth. “Everything you do 
starts as a seed,” he would say. “That seed 
spawns a dream. Gradually opportunities 
come your way.” It was certainly true in his 
case. Maybe the most interesting aspect of 
his career was the unexpected way those 
early seeds grew. 


Pete’s mother, an immigrant from 
Germany, did not want him to play football 
in junior high school, fearing injuries. He 
joined the Cardinals anyway. After a few 
weeks, he decided maybe his mother had 
been right, and he decided to quit. But his 
mother would not let him. “I was never 
brought up to quit at anything that I started,” 
said Pete, sharing about this early experience 
at an awards event in Ellendale in 1979. 

When he sensed his potential, Pete got 
serious about football. He excelled in foot- 
ball and basketball and track in high school. 
Upon graduating in 1949, he attended the 
Ellendale Normal and Industrial College 
for two years. A 200-pounder with lightning 
speed, he was a crucial part of “the heaviest 
line in the history of the N.I.” It was a line 
that astounded competing teams: “many foes 
didn’t believe that so much could move so 
fast.” The school was so proud of the win- 
ning 1951 season that it devoted eight entire 
pages to the team in that year’s "Snitcher" 
annual. The 1951 Snitcher also records his 
track and field exploits, including a “lusty” 
discus throw of 144 feet 3 inches (see www. 
bit.ly/retzlaff51). 

As a college student at South Dakota State 
University, Pete excelled as a fullback, and 
set records in the shotput and discus. His sis- 
ter Joan recalls that he had qualified to join 
the US Olympic track and field team, but he 
declined. He’d been thinking about joining 
the NFL, and at that time, an athlete couldn’t 
do both. After two years in the army, he made 
it into the NFL draft, but was considered a 
leftover. Twenty-one rounds went by before 
the Detroit Lions picked him. 

“When you’re a round 21 pick,” he later 
said, “they don’t think you are going to help 
much.” But like many individuals from our 
region, Pete made his success by delivering 
more than others expected. 

His Lions experience was brief but crucial 
to his growth as a player. Bobby Layne, 
known as one of the “most temperamental 
quarterbacks of all time,” rode Pete hard. 
Pete recalled that after he dropped a pass 
at training camp, Layne “blew up,” and 
launched into a tirade. “He really took an 
oath," said Pete. "He dragged it out for five 
minutes.” 

Pete practiced humility, but also knew 
when to be assertive. “The next day,” he 
said, Layne “cussed me out again, and a 
couple of weeks later it dawned on me that 
this was getting to be a habit.’ So after drop- 


ping a pass, I picked up the ball, and when I 
got back to within 10 yards of the huddle, I 
yelled ‘Look out, Bobby!’ And I let him have 
it with everything I could put behind it, and I 
still hold the shotput record at South Dakota 
State.” After that incident, said Pete, “we did 
our talking in what you might call a more 
conversational tone of voice.” 

The Philadelphia Eagles bought Pete from 
the Lions in 1956, at the bequest of Eagles 
quarterback Norm (Dutch) Van Brocklin. 
During an exhibition game, Pete, who had 
little record as a receiver (having played 
fullback at SDSU), caught seven passes from 
Van Brocklin, including the pass that won 
the game. In that same game, he intercepted 
a pass from Bobby Layne, the Lions’ quar- 
terback that had given him grief earlier. Now 
the door was open. 

Van Brocklin and Retzlaff worked excep- 
tionally well together. Pete sloughed off the 
quarterback’s “temperamental” nature, say- 
ing that “the Dutchman is such a genius with 
that football that I never say a word when he 
calls me a blasted know-nothing from South 
Dakota.” The two became good friends, and 
even traveled to Ellendale together, where 
they were both feted at an Ellendale High 
School athletic banquet. 

When Pete left the field after the 1966 
season, his team retired his #44 jersey. But 
he did not leave the game, nor his adopted 
hometown. He worked as a sports broad- 
caster, was a strong champion of fair treat- 
ment for players as the head of the National 
Football League Players’ Union (NFPLA), 
and later became the Eagles’ general man- 
ager. 

In the many ensuing decades, Retzlaff 
served as a trusted source of guidance for 
the Eagles franchise. He inspired or men- 
tored countless youngsters in athletics. He 
encouraged youngsters to excel at academ- 
ics, and was a strong advocate of busi- 
ness studies. He was an early promoter of 
computer science education. And of course, 
he exhorted youngsters to give their best 
efforts. When North Dakota native and 
NDSU Bison alum Carson Wentz joined 
the Eagles as quarterback in 2016, Pete 
went out of his way to give him support and 
joined the Wentz fan club as he did when 
the Eagles drafted SDSU's Dallas Goedert 
in 2018. Pete remained a strong supporter 
and Eagles fan. 

(continued on page 3) 


Dickey County Leader 


Palmer "Pete" Retzlaff, 


(continued from page 1) 

A strategically-minded business- 
man, Retzlaff parlayed his football 
earnings and business talents into 
financial success. He made care- 
ful investments and kept a diverse 
portfolio. Early on, he owned 
motels, a cattle ranch, and shares in 
a number of reliable investments. 
This provided an excellent example 
to others in the field of professional 
athletics, where huge salaries have 
often been squandered with reck- 
less spending. 

Pete’s sister Joan told the Leader 
that Pete (whom she and others 
knew as “Palmer” during his school 
years) was always “a wonderful 
brother.” He and his three siblings 
shared high school teachers (includ- 
ing English teacher Mina Onsrud), 
who instilled in all the Retzlaff 
siblings a high level of academic 
seriousness. 

Joan recalled that at Christmas, 
Pete would always send her a large 


box of “the best grapefruit ever, 
from Texas, from the property he 
owned.” 

Pete kept in touch with friends 
from North and South Dakota, and 
used to visit Ellendale nearly every 
summer, visiting around and enjoy- 
ing the family at a family home on 
Elm Lake. An aunt in California 
was the object of special support 
and encouragement from Pete. She 
found her nephew so inspirational 
that she kept a large portrait of him 
on her wall, where she could see it 
whenever she lay down. 

Pete remembered his original 
hometown as well as his family 
and friends. He sponsored scholar- 
ships for students here, contributed 
to the municipal swimming pool 
and to other programs. Much of his 
generosity was out of public view. 

In 2007, when Ellendale inaugu- 
rated its “Walk of Fame” honoring 
notable individuals from the town, 
Pete’s bronze star was, appropri- 


EHS Retzlaff Award 
Recepients 1979-Current 


The recepients of the Palmer "Pete" Retzlaff Award at EHS for the 
Outstanding Male Athlete are as follows: 1979-Erik Sand, 1980-Tim 
Johnson, 1981-Glenn Mastel, 1982-Ned Steinwand, 1983-Jason Bertsch 
& Dean Sand, 1984-Kurt Diede, 1985- Jeff Roehl, 1986-Mike Anderson, 
1987-Kevin Anderson, 1988-Brad Kingsriter, 1989-Blane Conklin, 
1990-Randy Hoffman, 1991-No award given, 1992-Matt Deitemeyer, 
1993-Jeremy Ulmer, 1994-Scott Hansen, 1995-Steve Kaiser, 1996-Jason 
Maier, 1997-Cris LaMont, 1998-Mike Maroney, 1999-Tyler Middlestead, 
2000-Jeff Ulmer, 2001-Jarrod Lematta, 2002-Will Kronberg, 2003-Randy 
Hahne, 2004-Austin Ulmer, 2005-Michael Kaiser, 2006-Adam Schlosser, 
2007-No award given, 2008-John Huber, 2009-Michael Redlin, 2010-Jack 
Stebner, 2011-Tanner White, 2012-Mathew Martin, 2013-No award given, 
2014-Zach Dathe, 2015-Kelle'Mon Hinton, 2016-Dillon Young, 2017-Luke 
Wertz, 2018-Walker Bruns, 2019-No award given. 

A note of interest Pete Retzlaff was present for the initial award presen- 
tation in 1979 which went to Eric Sand and Pete was back in town in 2008 
to present the award to John Huber. Those years where no award was given 
was because there was no athlete to meet the criteria of the award which 
includes 1) must participate in at least 2 sports at EHS, 2) must be on the 
honor roll and 3) appreciated and honored by his peers. The award is voted 
on by the EHS coaching staff and administration. 


1931-2020 


ately, one of the first to go in. It 
rests as a permanent monument, at 
the corner of Main Street and US 
Highway 281 (in front of Merkel 
CPA). 

In recalling her brother’s excep- 
tional life, Joan also mentioned that 
though he spent most of his time in 
the city, Pete never lost his longing 
for the open country. “He bought 
extra land about three miles from 
their home,” she said, “He loved 
having that acreage. He planted 
beautiful trees there, and he never 
built anything on it. He just loved to 
walk on it. I think it was the North 
Dakota boy in him.” He also loved 
to boast about the grand hunting 
around his hometown to teammates 
and the media. 

Palmer (Pete) Retzlaff was born 
August 21, 1931, and died April 
10, 2020. His memory will remain 
as long as families and individuals 
in out-of-the-way places strive for 
excellence. 


Official 
Ballot 


Ellendale Public School 
District No. 40 
Dickey County 
State of North Dakota 
Tuesday, June 2, 2020 


Vote for Two (2) Members for 
the ELLENDALE SCHOOL BOARD. 


Area: WEST RURAL for a term of 


three (3) years. 
Vote for ONE (1) name only! 


Kent Schimke 


Write In 
Fill In Name 


AREA: CITY OF ELLENDALE for a 
term of three (3) years. 
Vote for ONE (1) name only! 


Kristi Gilbert 


Write In 
Fill in Name 


Pandemic Timeline, 
April 12-April 19 


April 12: For the first time in his- 
tory, nearly all churches in the nation 
cancel their normal Easter services. 
Parking lot of New Life Church in 
Aberdeen is crowded with worship- 
ers in cars; most congregations hold 
online services. 

April 13: KVLY posts photo of 
Fargodome set up with many rows of 
cots, prepared to serve as emergency 
hospital for COVID-19 patients. Gov. 
Burgum does not expect the facility 
to be needed, but preparation is nec- 
essary just in case. 

April 14: Fargo Forum reports 
that two competing change.org peti- 
tions have each garnered over 5,000 
signatures. One petition demands that 
Governor Burgum issue a "shelter-in- 
place" decree, the other demands that 
he refrain from issuing such a decree. 

April 15: Brown County, SD gains 
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one new COVID-19 case; state- 
wide cases now exceed 1,100; SD 
Governor Kristi Noem resists calls 
for statewide "shelter in place" order 
following outbreak at Sioux Falls 
pork processing plant. 

April 16: New forecast shows 
drastic drop in predicted North 
Dakota deaths from coronavirus. 
Governor Burgum extends manda- 
tory closures on music venues, gyms, 
movie theaters, massage and tattoo 
parlors and hair and nail salons will 
remain closed until at least April 30. 
Restaurants and bars are still permit- 
ted to offer drive-thru, takeout and 
delivery services but cannot serve 
patrons in-house. 

April 17: The ND Dept of Health 
& private labs report 638 total com- 
pleted tests for COVID-19, with 
46 new positive cases, bringing the 


N 


statewide total to 439. State & pri- 
vate labs have conducted 12,342 total 
tests with 11,903 negative results. 
172 ND patients are considered 
recovered. 

April 18: North Dakota Dept. of 
Health issues graphic that uses the 
term "physical distancing" instead 
of the more common "social distanc- 
ing." 

April 19: Dissatisfied residents in 
several states stage protests against 
what they see as excessively severe 
lockdown measures. 


Riley Goehring 

The local VFW Auxiliary Post 
#3545 has announced the 2019- 
2020 Patriots Pen essay contest 
winners. The theme of the contest 
was “What Make America Great?” 
and all students, grades 6, 7 and 8 
were invited to participate. 

First place was taken by Riley 
Goehring ($125). Devin Waldo got 
2nd place: ($75). Third place went 
to Anisten Petersen ($25). Riley’s 
entry was sent on to District 9 and 
received a 2nd place, for an addi- 
tional $75. 

Congratulations to all! 
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VFW Auxiliary Post Congratulates 
"Patriots Pen" Winners 


Devin Waldo RP= 


The VFW Post thanks Amy 
Freier and her helpers for judging 
this year’s entries. Thanks also go 
to the American Legion Herman 
Schlencker Post #137 for the con- 
tributions of the award monies. The 
help from our community enables 
us to continue with these programs. 

The new themes for 2020-2021 
are as follows. “Is this the Country 
the Founders Envisioned?’ In the 
theme for the Voice of Democracy 
category (grades 9-12). “What is 
Patriotism to Me?” is the theme for 
the Patriots Pen, (grades 6-7-8). 
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To date, entry forms were not 
available online, but this does not 
mean you cannot start your essays 
TODAY! We had no Voice of 
Democracy Entries for 2019 but 
we really want them for this year! 
First place at the Nationals is a 
$30,000 scholarship, so this is well 
worth your time! Any student can 
participate. We pick up the entries 
at the Ellendale School office at the 
end of October, so you have plenty 
of time to prepare. If you have 
any questions, please contact Sue 
Merkel at 349-3574. 


Why America is Great 
By Riley Goehring (1st Place) 


Why is America great? Why do 
so many people live there and want 
to live there? These questions have 
the potential of being answered, but 
in my opinion, there are multiple 
answers. 

Having a democratic government 
makes sure that all people get a say 
in what happens in our country. With 
the mayor representing the towns, 
the governors representing the states, 
and the president representing the 
country, no ruler has too much power. 
Every citizen has the right to a fair 
trial. 

If you are accused of committing a 
crime you are sent to court. In some 
places, you might have been executed 
right away. Here, in court, you get to 
tell your side of the case, and the jury 
decides if you are innocent or guilty. 
After that, the judge decides what 
your punishment is, depending on 
you being innocent or guilty. 

The United States of America have 
the rights that many other countries 
don’t have. We have the right to vote, 
the right to go to school, the freedom 
of speech and religion, and the right 
to bear arms. Upon the age of 18, 
young adults have the ability to vote. 
With this freedom, people can choose 
who they want to become their new 
leaders. I love the idea of having a 
diverse country. Knowing that there 
are so many people gathering in the 
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sign up now 
ndfu.org 
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United States so they can have free- 
dom, makes me feel proud. In fact, I 
think the country as a whole should 
be proud not only of their country, but 
of its leaders. 

Another plus to living in the United 
States, is having a voluntary military 
system. I know for a fact that many 
countries require men to join the mili- 
tary when they reach a certain age. In 
America, you get the choice of join- 
ing the military, if that is what you 
want to do with your life. I honestly 


would be honored to join the military 
and serve our country. Just knowing 
that there are so many thousands of 
people out in the world right now, 
defending our country, family, and 
friends, is enough to make anyone 
feel safe and protected. 

Every time that I hear the national 
anthem, there is no doubt in my mind 
that we live in the land of the free, 
and this is the home of the brave. This 
is why I think America is not only 
great, but amazing. 


We’re on our way! 


Great Plains Food Bank 


Friday, April 24t 
LaMoure 9:30-10:30 AM 
Old Supervalu lot, East of Bank North Mall 


Ellendale 12:30-1:30 PM 
In front of food pantry — 504 2nd Street N. 


Forman 4:00-4:30 PM 
Back of the courthouse - 355 Main St. S. 


Gwinner 4:00-4:30 PM 
Gwinner Community Center - 104 Main St. 


Lisbon 5:00-5:30 PM 
Fairgrounds road — 612 7* Ave. W. 
Anyone in need from any community is welcome. No preregistration required. 
For more information or to volunteer please contact: 


Anna Johnson, regional services manager 


ajohnson@greatplainsfoodbank.org | 701.361.1004 


For SNAP assistance call: 855-405-0000 
www.greatplainsfoodbank.org 


USDA is an equal opporunity provider, employer and lender. 
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VOTE BY MAIL 
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How it works: 
1: An application will be mailed to you. 


Farmers Union 
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2: Fill out application and send to the Auditor's 
office. 


3: A ballot will be mailed to you when your 


application is received. 
Evergreen Place 


& Assisted Living 


PRINCE OF PEACE CARE CENTER 


4: Vote the ballot and return to the Auditor's 
office before Tuesday, June 9, 2020. 
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INDEPENDENT AND ASSISTED LIVING 


= 


BASIC CARE 


NEW 
Ellendale Landfill 
April 1 - September 30 


Working together for the people of District 28 


(Paid for by Grueneich/Brandenburg) 


here. 


We're right 
For both of you. 


Caring for your loved one - and your 
family - is just part of how we help 
seniors live full, healthy lives. 


Call (701) 349-4550 today to reserve 
a place on our waiting list. 


There will be no curbside 
spring cleaning pickup this 
year. Extended landfill 
hours for spring cleaning 
will be announced soon. 


Monday - 5pm - 8pm 
Wednesday - 5pm - 8pm 
Saturday - Noon - 4pm 


EVERGREEN PLACE AND ASSISTED LIVING 
241 Main St. | Ellendale, ND 58436 


(701) 349-4550 | www.princeofpeace-evergreenplace.com 


